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 We have the technology, the systems and the 
materials needed to cut emissions of greenhouse 
gases in our cities and our buildings, but we need 
to change our behaviour and habits.

 We must make the most efficient and sustainable 
use of all resources – energy, water, waste and 
people – for the health and well-being of people 
and the planet.  

 How can we do this? Case studies/best practices 
from Singapore, Southeast Asia and further afield.
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Beyond Green to Blue: 
Changing Behaviour to Cut Energy, Water and Waste 
for the Health of People and the Planet



3

Beyond Green to Blue 

“The Blue Economy respond to basic needs of 
all with what you have, introducing innovations 
inspired by nature, generating multiple 
benefits, including jobs and social capital, 
offering more with less.”
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Beyond Green to Blue: 
Make the most efficient use 
of all resources:
Energy, Water, Waste & 
Human Resources
• Low carbon to zero 

carbon
• Zero waste – waste as a 

resource
• Clean energy – renewable
• Water management –

desalination
• Innovation & 

productivity
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Beyond Green to Blue: 

Blue Economy & ZERI:
First of 100 innovations: Water 
production and management. 
Vortex machine results in reduced 
running costs, energy saved, 
chemicals eliminated and existing 
investments generating higher 
return. The challenge for 
mainstream industries is that the 
successful integration of the vortex 
into existing facilities requires a 
new core competence: fluid 
dynamics. 
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Beyond Green to Blue: 

Waste is not wasted. Waste generates
quality food at lower cost,
eliminating transportation, offering
fresh produce locally, while reducing
the load on the landfill.
Cafes and restaurants may be
delighted to have their image
extended to the quality of the
mushrooms farmed on their waste
while generating jobs.

Coffee, whiskey, mushrooms and trees
Aurora Sustainability project in Scotland

The model is based on recovering coffee waste and whisky 
distilleries heat, producing and supplying dry and fresh 
mushrooms to increase Scottish biodiversity, food resilience, water 
quality, flood alleviation, carbon storage, animal welfare, land 
restoration. 
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Beyond Green to Blue: 

Data-Driven Solutions. People-Powered Results
Products: Our urban innovation software & programs

D4SC helps people create smarter cities, using 
technology to create a ‘citizen-centric’ approach to 
urban design.

We are Design for Social Change 
(D4SC), a company that applies 
data and human action to 
transform cities
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Local commitment:

Sustainable Singapore 
Blueprint

A Vibrant and Sustainable City

“Eco-Smart” Endearing Towns

A “Car-Lite” Singapore

Towards a Zero Waste Nation

A Leading Green Economy

Resource Sustainability
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Singapore

Now most of its energy from gas 
and oil.
Could 20% of electricity come  from 
solar?
80% of energy consumed by 
industry
Energy Efficiency
Electric Vehicles
Green Buildings
Waste to energy
Solar – SERIS
Future Cities Laboratory

• Little Red 
DOT
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International 
Green Building 
Conference

30% of global 
emissions of green 
house gases come 
from buildings
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Local commitment

CSR – what it means for you

Formerly known as Singapore 
Compact for Corporate Social 
Responsibility, Global Compact 
Network Singapore (the Compact) 
encourages and facilitates the 
progress of companies that are 
committed to aligning their 
operations and strategies with the 
United Nations Global Compact’s 
(UNGC) 10 universally accepted 
principles in the areas of human 
rights, labour, environment and 
anti-corruption.
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The Triple Bottom Line –

People 

Planet 

Profit
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The Four E’s of Sustainability:
Environment
Economy
Energy
Ethics

Effectively managing all resources – people, power, waste, water

Nothing goes to waste

Sustainability – Innovation - Productivity
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Handwashing for health in India
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Net Effect:
Turning 
discarded fishing 
nets to Carpet 
tiles
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TWO homegrown companies have made 
it to the list of top 10 most sustainable 
corporations in the world.

This makes Singapore the only Asian city 
to have representation in the top ranks 
alongside the Western regulars.

Telco StarHub has clinched eighth 
position, while property developer City 
Developments Ltd (CDL) came in 10th.

The results were announced on Thursday 
during the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland by Corporate Knights, 
a Toronto-based media and investment 
advisory company.

Business Times, Singapore January 2016
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1. Commit to the sustainability journey
— this must come from the top. Set
targets and appoint teams.
2. Get good advice — there are good 
consultants around to advise and assist.
3. Get certified — Green Biz Check, Eco 
Office, Green Mark, CRI, Green Label, Eco 
specifier, ISO 14001, 20121, 50001. GRI or Dow 
Jones Sustainability Index.
4. Engage an energy auditor — call on ESCO, 
or consultant to advise you.
5. Become energy efficient — look into all
the ways you could become more resource 
efficient.
6. Bottom line benefits —becoming 
sustainable can save and make money.
the business.

12 Steps to 
Sustainability for 
Business
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Top Ten Tips for 
Sustainable Events

1. Access for everyone
2. Look after local area
3. Energy & Water
4. Public transport – cycling, 

walking
5. Reduce & Reuse
6. Responsible sourcing
7. Food & Beverage
8. Giveaways – useful, 

sustainable
9. Make it easy to recycle
10.Health, safety, security
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Making Events Sustainable

Having Fun
Appreciating art
Saving 247,000 kWh of energy over 
3 weeks
Sustainability in action
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How do we 
Communicate 
Sustainability?

• Media – articles, videos
• Social media 
• Case studies
• Content for websites
• Newsletters 
• Networking
• Talks
• Through NGOs
• Community groups
• Events
• Best practices - business
• Country & city cases  

80% of sustainability 
measures in an 
organization are 
dependent on 
effective 
communication
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Let artists shape a 
resilient city

March 2016, the Marina Bay 
waterfront will be illuminated 
again into a spectacular showcase 
of light and colour.
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Sustainable Cities go Beyond Green to Blue

Talk in Taipei
Articles around the world
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Transformational 

Electric vehicles that perform
Solar energy
Energy Storage
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Kenhickson@sustain-ability-showcase.com

Communicating 
through Words and 
Deeds


